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7 '* The FBI' btiggmgs in the Black«Baker cases did 
r iQiiCh more ^thaQ ^ taint a poUtically inter^ting 
prosecuii^ It ma^ be^ that guilty persons .will‘d 
escape c punishment because the' FW blundered. 1 
^That '^would be unfortunate but hot*^ disastrous. ^ 
Much jnor^smouSv however, is the pall wbxch^ 
this bagging puts on the cherished ^Vracrican right^ 
of privacy. 

X It is ^now apparentfthat the FBI receives of it, 
*^■=^35 Big Brol^^ enUUed to'^Svesdrop, on' 
•private i^nversations "when it ^ considers it^ ex- 
pedient to do so. You jnay not be much concerned 
about Bobby Baker's privacy. But suppose that^ 
you bad had occasion to talk with Mm during tb^ 
^peric>d wh^hc was using's room .where his con-^^ 
k versations wot^ bei% monitor^ suppose that ^ 
r^^tomorrow' you teve oc<£non to talk with soin^nc k ^ 

V else — a !d>byistj^ a laiiTer; a businessman, a public ^ 
wh(»e piivate affairs^the FBI. without 
telling anyone, had decided to inves^ate. Your 
own privacy woMd, then be&me veiy ihtiroa^y 

IV is aQ very > well to say that you^ private life 
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rz*X=r^ is^an open book and that you say nothing 
‘ private \whidf you, iiWoMd“be_ ashanw!^ to Imve 
ms^ pubhc. No one "wbo*'says that really means : 
it. Every; one of us speaks unguardedly' to inti- 
mates— about business matters, about family af- 
fairs, ^about personalities, about private problems., 
of "embaiTassm^ts,~ "about hopes or plans cr am- • 
bition^ about poUtlcal^ppimons. about "the amus-^ 
tng or trouMing yef confidential incidents of the ? 
'day at ho^ or in^the oiUlce. And the ability to ^ 
cc^muMt^e about" sndi^tbings «jn^ confidence 
trusted f^tives^or friends or office asso-''! 
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^ dati^ is ah indispoxsable attribute of fr^dbm." % 

^ The FBI has clouded fixis kind of confidenceT No 

^ - * 

one can be quite 'certain that be is^safe from' its 
bug5^te.M<h^7d instruments lor electnmic snoop- 
ing. in can 

know thal Big B^othm’^ts nth hst^^ in on him 
or (m^soflseone somewhere^ ^ who talb to him. 
*rhm"^is little doubt that fac^^^^^law env 
forcdneiU. But there is even lass 
biblts"conversation. It makes 

• ^ ^ -m 

ing people wateh Ihw 

commuQuntSoflC The in offkiaf ^eives^ 

draping fi|»'ixot so|^^^ w£t it may ^nito^ 
axid ase as In what it may^rilence 
unspoken. 
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